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SUBJECT: REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA 
REF: A) STATE 157953 B) BANGKOK 17849 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING IS INTERVIEW WITH CAMBODIAN REFUGEE, 

SOURCE G. END SUMMARY 

2. SOURCE G, 31, FROM KOH KONG PROVINCE, WAS A FARMER BEFORE 
AND AFTER THE KHMER ROUGE TAKEOVER. HE ARRIVED IN THAILAND 
IN JANUARY, 1978. HIS ACCOUNT FOLLOWS: 

3. QTE CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA. FROM 
1975 TO 1978, WE RECEIVED 300 GRAMS OF RICE PER DAY FOR THREE 
PERSONS. THIS WAS SERIOUSLY INSUFFICIENT. ONCE A WEEK. WE 
RECEIVED A LITTLE FISH AND VEGETABLES. THE PEOPLE ARE SICK 
AND WEAK FROM HUNGER AND DISEASE AND CAN HARDLY WORK. 

DYSENTERY. MALARIA AND BERIBERI ARE VERY COMMON. 

4. QTE WE WORKED FROM 0400 TO 1 100, 1300 TO 1800 AND AGAIN 
FROM 1900 TO 2200. IF YOU ARE TIRED, IT IS TOO BAD. YOU 
STILL MUST WORK. IF YOU DO NOT GO TO WORK, YOU 
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GET ONLY HALF A BOWL OF PORRIDGE. THE SECOND OR THIRD 
TIME YOU DO NOT GO TO WORK, YOU ARE KILLED. FOR OTHER 
OFFENSES, FIGHTING, KILLING. ETC., IT DEPENDS ON THE 
SERIOUSNESS. YOU MAY BE REPREMANDED ONCE, THEN KILLED. 

5. QTE SYSTEM OF ADMINISTRATION AND DISCIPLINE. MY 
VILLAGE HAD 2,000 PERSONS. IT WAS HEADED BY A VILLAGE 
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CHIEF. OCCASIONALLY, I SAW THREE OR FOUR SOLDIERS PASS 
THROUGH THE VILLAGE. THERE WERE NO OTHER CADRES AND RECENTLY 
THERE WERE NO SPIES (SCHLOP). DESPITE THE FEW KHMER 
ROUGE AROUND, NO ONE DARES REVOLT. THERE IS NO OUTSIDE 
SUPPORT, SO IT IS IMPOSSIBLE. FRIENDS SPEAK SECRETLY OF 
THE SITUATION, BUT IF YOU ARE OVERHEARD, YOU ARE KILLED. 

6. QTE AT THE MEETINGS HELD EVERY TEN DAYS, THE VILLAGE 
CHIEF ONLY SAYS, ' YOU MUST WORK HARDER." THERE IS NOTHING 
ELSE. NO NEWS, ONLY, "YOU MUST WORK." WE COULD NOT 
CRITICIZE OR MAKE SUGGESTIONS. NO ONE DARES FOR FEAR OF 
BEING KILLED. NO ONE EVEN DARES BRING UP A PROBLEM WITH 
THE KHMER ROUGE. 

7. QTE EXECUTIIONS. THE KHMER ROUGE HAVE KILLED SOLDIERS, 

POLICE, AND OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER REGIME, STUDENTS, 

TEACHERS AND EVEN BUSINESS PEOPLE. THIS BEGAN IN 1975 
AND HAS CONTINUED. IT HAS INTENSIFIED RECENTLY, AS THE 
REGIME IS TRYING TO ROOT OUT ALL THOSE TAINTED BY THE 
FORMER REGIME. 

8. QTE I HAVE NOT SEEN ACTUAL KILLINGS, BUT I REGULARLY 
SAW PEOPLE TIED UP AND LED AWAY. THEY DISAPPEARED AND WE 
ALL BELIEVED THAT THEY WERE KILLED. OF A FORMER POPULATION 
IN MY VILLAGE OF 2,000, 1 ESTIMATE THAT 300 FORMER SOLDIERS 
WERE KILLED AND MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN DIED OF STARVATION. 
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ABOUT 1,000 REMAIN OF THE 2,000. 

9. QTE SEVEN MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY WERE KILLED BY THE 
KHMER ROUGE, TWO BROTHERS IN-LAW AND FIVE COUSINS. THE 
BROTHERS-IN-LAW WERE FORMER OFFICIALS, THE FIVE COUSINS, 

FOUR OF WHOM WERE MALES, WERE YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE MOBILE 
WORK GROUPS. THEY WORKED HARD BUT OCCASIONALLY WOULD 
REST AND TALK. THE KHMER ROUGE SPIES (SCHLOP) OVERHEARD 
TEHM. I SAW THEM TIED UP AND TAKEN AWAY. AFTER THAT, 

THEY " DISAPPEARED." 

10. QTE HUMAN, CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. YOU CANNOT 
SAY THAT THERE IS A SYSTEM OF JUSTICE IN CAMBODIA. THERE 
ARE NO HUMAN RIGHTS. THERE ARE NO COURTS. WE HAD NO IDEA 
ABOUT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. YOU CAN ONLY PRAY TO 
BUDDHA. END QTE 

O'DONOHUE 
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